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Nico and Kyra were anxious about 

their surprise. 

"What's the surprise?" Asks Nico as 

he joins Mom and Dad at the kitchen 

table. 

"If we told you it wouldn't be a 

surprise." Says Dad. 

Nico and Kyra look at each other 

across the table.  They can barely 

contain themselves.  What kind of 



surprise could Mom and Dad have in 

store? 

"Can we get a hint?" Asks Kyra. 

"Nope.  A hint may give it away." 

Says Dad. 

"I think they deserve a hint, and I 

know one that will not give it away." 

Says Mom. 

"You do!" Nico and Kyra say in 

unison. 

"Yes.  I do." Says Mom. 

"Give us a hint,  the suspense is 

killing me!" Says Kyra. 



"This surprise will teach you how to 

be responsible." Says Mom. 

"Responsible?” Asks Nico confused. 

"Yep." Mom replies.  

The children look at each other.  Kyra 

shrugs her shoulders and shakes her 

head.  The hint had not helped one bit, 

they had no idea what the surprise 

could be. 

The family finishes up breakfast 

before  heading to the car.  They were 

going downtown Kentsville. 



      This was the first time that Nico 

and Kyra had visited 

downtown.   Kentsville’s downtown 

had  two or three big buildings, but 

they were not skyscrapers like the 

buildings in Capital City.   And there 

were definitely not as many people on 

the street.   

“This is a small downtown.” Says 

Nico. 

“Yes it is, but bigger isn’t always 

better.” Says Mom. 

  



 

 



Kyra smiles to herself.  She wasn’t 

sure if she agreed with Mom. Kyra 

loved living in a big house as opposed 

to a small apartment.   

“I for one like having a bigger room 

than I did in Capital City.” Says Nico. 

“I do too.” Says Dad. 

“And I love having a big yard!” Adds 

Kyra. 

“I guess some things are better when 

they are bigger.” Says Mom. 

“Yeah, not everything.   Bigger 

portions of Kale aren’t anything to get 

excited about. ” Says Nico. 



The family laughs.  Dad parks the car 

in front of a building with a green 

awning and a sign that read;  
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